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THE  UNITED  COMMITTEE 

FOR 

THE  TAXATION  OF 
LAND  VALUES. 


REPORT 

For  the  Nine  Months  ending  December  31st,  1907. 


Offices  : 

BROAD  SANCTUARY  CHAMBERS,  20  TOTHILL  ST., 

WESTMINSTER,  S.W. 


THE  UNITED  COMMITTEE 


FOR  THE 

TAXATION  OF  LAND  VALUES. 


REPORT 

For  the  Nine  Months  ending  December  31st,  1907. 


The  United  Committee  for  the  Taxation  of  Land  Values  was 
constituted  at  a meeting  held  at  14  Barton  Street,  Westminster, 
London,  on  March  23rd,  1907,  at  which  the  following  were  present:— 
J.  H.  Whitley,  M.P.,  Charles  Trevelyan,  M.P.,  Edwin  Adam, 
C.  H.  Smithson,  Crompton  LI.  Davies,  Harry  LI.  Davies, 
Fred.  Verinder,  L.  H.  Berens,  W.  R.  Lester,  Fred.  Skirrow, 
A.  W.  Metcalfe  and  John  Paul.  Apologies  for  non-attendance 
were  received  from  James  Fairlie,  Peter  Burt  and  H.  S.  Murray. 

After  a statement  by  Mr.  John  Paul  as  to  the  need  for  a 
committee  representative  of  the  movement  in  all  parts  of_  the 
United  Kingdom,  and  as  to  the  work  which  such  a committee 
might  accomplish,  and  a discussion  in  which  all  the  persons  present 
joined,  it  was  resolved  unanimously : — 

I.  That  a Committee  be  formed  to  be  called  the  United 
Committee  for  the  Taxation  of  Land  \ alues,  to  consist  of 
representatives  from  the  Scottish,  English,  and  Irish  Leagues, 
with  power  to  add  to  their  number,  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
moting the  Taxation  of  Land  Values  throughout  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  and  in  particular,  strengthening  and 
assisting  the  Leagues  for  the  Taxation  of  Land  Values,  with 
their  headquarters  at  Glasgow  and  London  respectively,  and 
their  branches  in  Yorkshire  and  at  Manchester,  Newcastle-on- 
Tyne,  and  Portsmouth,  and  supporting  the  Parliamentary 
Campaign  Committee,  and  taking  independent  action  by 


2 

publishing  and  distributing  literature,  organising  in  fresh 
districts  and  arranging  meetings  and  speeches  in  the  constitu- 
encies, especially  during  bye-elections,  and  that  an  appeal  be 
made  for  contributions  to  a fund  to  be  at  the  disposal  of  the 
Committee,  and  that  Mr.  W.  R.  Lester  be  appointed  Treasurer 
of  the  fund. 

2.  That  Crompton  LI.  Davies  and  John  Paul  be  Secre- 
taries of  the  Committee. 

Mr.  Whitley,  M.P.,  urged  the  immediate  need  of  fresh  literature 
:or  the  coming  Parliamentary  campaign,  and  it  was  remitted  to  the 
: Secretaries  to  arrange  for  the  writing  and  publication  of  three  or 
:our  pamphlets  bearing  on  the  Government’s  programme  of  Land 
and  Taxation  Reform.  The  fund  was  opened,  and  promises  of 
contributions  were  made  amounting  together  to 

The  Secretaries  were  instructed  to  communicate  with  the 
^eagues  with  a view  to  their  nominating  representatives  on  the 
< Committee. 

The  following  members  were  subsequently  elected  on  to 
1 he  Committee: — James  Fairlie,  Peter  Burt,  H.  S.  Murray,  G.  B. 
Waddell,  W.  D.  Hamilton,  James  Stewart,  David  McLardy, 
Cdward  McHugh,  Richard  Brown,  J.  H.  McGuigan  and  James 
! 5usby. 


THE  PRIME  MINISTER’S  STATEMENT. 

The  Secretaries,  acting  with  the  members  of  the  Committee  who 
were  also  members  of  the  House  of  Commons  Parliamentary  Cam- 
]>aign  Committee,  co-operated  with  the  representatives  of  the  other 
^and  Reform  Associations  in  promoting  the  great  Land  Demonstra- 
lion  which  was  held  in  London  on  April  20th,  1907.  This 
Demonstration  included  the  Luncheon  at  the  Holborn  Restaurant, 
i.t  which  the  Prime  Minister  made  his  stirring  and  emphatic 
statement  as  to  the  Government’s  policy  of  taxing  Land  Values, 
i.nd  the  Mass  Meeting  in  Drury  Lane  Theatre,  attended  by  over 
i .,000  persons,  which  was  addressed  by  Mr.  Winston  Churchill,  M.P., 
: .nd  at  which  a Resolution  was  passed  with  the  Taxation  of  Land 
Values  in  the  foremost  place,  proposed  by  Mr.  Charles  Trevelyan, 
M.P.,  one  of  the  members  of  the  Committee. 

On  the  same  evening,  April  20th,  1907,  a meeting  of  the 
Committee  was  held  in  London.  It  was  agreed  to  hold  a meeting 
in  Manchester  at  an  early  date,  and  that  Mr.  Paul  and  Mr.  Skirrow 
; hould  go  to  Manchester  on  behalf  of  the  Committee  to  arrange 
lor  the  meeting  and  to  carry  on  preparatory  propaganda  work. 
! t was  agreed  that  similar  work  should,  as  soon  as  possible,  be 
undertaken  in  Yorkshire  and  at  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  and  in  the 
Jverpool  District.  The  Secretaries  reported  that  since  the  last 
meeting  pamphlets  had  been  written  by  members  of  the  Committee 
; nd  published  by  the  Land  Values  Publication  Department  for  the 
( 


English  League  for  the  Taxation  of  Land  Values. 


MINIMUM  MEMBERSHIP  SUBSCRIPTION:  One  Shilling  per  Annum. 


Monthly  Paper,  “LAND  VALUES’’;  One  Penny  (post  free  IJd.);  Annual  Subscription,  post  free,  Is.  6d. 


W.  R.  LESTER,  M.A.,  President. 

LEWIS  H.  BERENS,  Hon.  Geneyal  Treasurer. 
FRED.  SKIRROW,  Agent  for  Yorkshire. 
FREDK.  YERINDER,  General  Secretary. 


Offices:  376  & 377,  STRAND, 

LONDON,  W.C 


J 


“Land  Values”  Publication  Department. 


LITERATURE  FUND. 
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Administrators:  W.  R.  LESTER  and  L.  H.  BERENS. 

“ For  the  cause  that  needs  assistance, 

For  the  wrongs  that  need  resistance, 

And  the  good  that  we  can  do.” 


376-77,  Strand,  London,  W.C. 


Dear  Sir, 

The  satisfactory  position  our  question  occupies  in  the  public  mind  to-day  may 
undoubtedly  in  great  part  be  attributed  to  the  persistent  and  continuous  distribution  of 
the  literature  of  our  movement  during  the  past  twenty-five  years.  On  the  other  hand, 
much  still  remains  to  be  done  before  the  ignorance  and  misrepresentation  of  our  aims  and 
objects  can  be  sufficiently  dispelled  to  allow  of  the  further  practical  progress  on  which  all 
earnest  Land  Reformers  are  now  concentrating  their  best  efforts.  This  fund  exists  solely 
to  aid  and  promote  these  efforts,  by  which  alone  the  economic  pressure  harassing  and 
impoverishing  our  industrial  population  may  be  lightened,  and  eventually  entirely 
removed. 

Thanks  to  the  self-sacrificing  generosity  of  some  few  earnest  friends,  we  have 
been  able  to  publish  a supply  of  the  enclosed  pamphlets ; but  we  have  to  rely  on  our 
active  sympathisers  and  co-workers  to  make  effective  use  of  them. 

We  are  therefore  taking  the  liberty  of  sending  you  herewith  complimentary  copies 
of  same.  The  coming  campaign  promises  to  be  both  strenuous  and  critical ; and  we  would 
most  earnestly  appeal  for  your  generous  aid  and  active  co-operation  to  secure  for  these 
publications  the  circulation  they  merit,  and  which  would  render  our  movement  a service  of 
much  immediate  and  permanent  value. 

In  this  useful  work  all  can  take  part  according  to  their  means  and  their  opportunities. 
Other  much  needed  literature  will  be  published  as  finances  permit ; so  we  earnestly  trust 
our  Literature  Fund  will  enlist  your  generous  consideration  and  support. 

Yours  very  truly, 

W.  R.  Lester. 

L.  H.  Berens. 
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PRICE  LIST. 


Pamphlets,  5/6  per  100,  assorted  to  order.  . 

2(1.  ,,  10/6  ,,  100  ,,  ,, 

Protection  or  Free  Trade,”  By  Henry  George.  (Eeague’s  Special  (id.  '£,^itiori.)\Carrtage 
5/-  per  dozen.  Paid 

The  Story  of  My  Dictatorship.”  Paper  6^.,  4/6  per  dozen,  or  30/-  per  100. 


Cloth  i/-,  9/-  per  dozen,  or  60/-  per  100. 


“I.AND  VALUES”  PUBLICATION  DEPARTMENT. 

LITERATURE  FUND. 

Admimstrators : W.  R.  Lester  and  L.  H.  Berens. 
376-77,  Strand,  London,  W.C. 


Enclosed  please  find  cheque  for 
a contribution  to  the  above  fund. 


Name 


Address 


“ LAND  VALUES  ” PUBLICATION  DEPARTMENT. 

376-77,  Strand,  London,  W.C. 


Please  forward  me 


copies,  “ The  Crime  of  Poverty.”  By  Henry  George,  {^d^ 
,,  “ Thy  Kingdom  Come.”  ,,  ,, 


“ Thou  shalt  not  Steal.”  ,,  ,,  ,, 

“ Land  and  People.”  ,,  ,,  ,, 

“ Scotland  and  Scotsmen.”  ,,  ,,  ,, 

“Moses.”  „ „ „ 

“ The  Labour  Question,”  ,,  ,,  ,, 

“ Individualism  and  Socialism.”  By  Grant  Allen.  ,, 

“ Protection  or  Free  Trade.”  By  Henry  George. 
Special  6^.  Edition.) 

“ The  Story  of  My  Dictatorship.”  (Paper  6^/.) 

„ „ „ „ (Cloth  I/-.) 


For  which  I enclose 


Name 


Address 
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“ Ratinsr  Reform  in  Rural  Districts  : How  to  Relieve 


Agriculture.” 


(2)  “ Small  Holdings  and  Land  Values  : Fair  Rents, — 
Fair  Rates, — Examples  of  the  Crofter  Acts.” 

(3)  “ Small  Holdings  and  Land  Valuation.” 


THE  MANCHESTER  DEMONSTRATION- 


•■•v. 


On  May  25th,  1907,  a meeting  of  the  Committee  was 
held  in  London.  It  was  agreed  that  the  meeting  at  Man- 
chester should  take  the  form  of  a Demonstration,  and  it  was 
remitted  to  the  Secretaries  to  obtain  suitable  speakers  and  make 
the  necessary  arrangements.  It  was  further  agreed  that  meetings 
should  be  promoted  in  Yorkshire,  and  Mr.  Francis  Neilson  (who 
was  present)  agreed  to  undertake  propaganda  work  by  out-door 
speaking  and  otherwise  in  the  Potteries  District  and  Newcastle-on- 
Tyne.  It  was  agreed  that  the  Committee  should  take  an  office  at 
20,  Tothill  Street,  Westminster,  and  by  the  consent  of  the  Scottish 
League  it  was  arranged  that  Mr.  John  Paul  should  resign  his 
position  as  Secretary  of  that  League,  and  devote  himself  to  the 
work  of  the  Committee,  being  free  to  divide  his  time  at  his  discretion 
between  attending  at  the  office  at  Westminster  and  visiting  such 
other  places  as  might  be  desirable  in  connection  with  meetings  and 
propaganda  work  and  the  editing  af  Land  Values. 

The  Secretaries,  co-operating  with  Mr.  L.  W.  Zimmerman, 
the  President,  and  Mr.  A.  H.  Weller,  Secretary,  of  the  Manchester 
Branch  of  the  English  League,  and  other  local  supporters,  arranged 
that  the  Manchester  demonstration  should  be  held  in  the  Belle-Vue 
Gardens  on  June  22nd,  1907,  and  they  secured  as  speakers 
Mr.  Alexr.  Ure,  K.C.,  M.P.,  Solicitor-General  for  Scotland,  and 
Chairman  of  the  Select  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  on  the 
Land  Values  Ta.\ation  (Scotland)  Bill,  1906,  Dr.  T.  J.  Macnamara, 
M.P.,  Parliamentary  Secretary  to  the  Local  Government  Board, 
and  Mr.  Charles  Trevelyan,  M.P.,  one  of  the  members  of  the 
Committee.  Mr.  Ure  had  previously  addressed  a crowded  meeting 
at  Glasgow  under  the  auspices  of  the  Scottish  League,  at  which  his 
mastery  of  the  subject  and  whole-hearted  advocacy  of  the  reform 
had  given  great  satisfaction,  and  marked  him  out  as  one  of  the 
foremost  champions  of  the  cause. 

The  demonstration  was  successfully  held  on  June  22nd,  1907,  at 
the  Belle-Vue  Gardens,  Manchester.  Some  three  thousand  persons 
were  present  at  the  meeting.  From  the  county  of  Lancashire  alone, 
excluding  delegates  from  different  parts  of  the  country',  delegates 
were  present  from  trades  unions,  co-operative  societies,  and  other 
kindred  bodies  representing  a combined  membership  of  248,000. 
The  greatest  interest  and  enthusiasm  was  shown  throughout  the 
proceedings.  Dr.  Macnamara  stating  that  the  Local  Government 
Board  would  bend  their  energies  with  determination  in  the  autumn 
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to  the  task  of  preparing  a Land  Valuation  Bill  for  England  to  be 
ready  for  the  next  Session  of  Parliament.  The  following  resolution 
was  adopted  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  A.  H.  Scott,  M.P.,  seconded  by 
Mr.  Edwin  Adam,  Advocate  Depute,  Edinburgh  : — 

“ That  this  meeting  heartily  supports  the  Government 
programme  for  the  valuation  of  land  apart  from  improvements, 
and  the  adoption  of  land  values  (so  ascertained)  as  the 
standard  of  rating  throughout  England  and  Scotland,  as 
recommended  in  the  Report  ot  the  Select  Committee  on  the 
Scottish  Bill ; and  desires  to  press  upon  the  Government  the 
urgency  of  proceeding  with  the  promised  English  Valuation 
Bill  at  the  earliest  opportunity,  and  the  necessity  of  passing 
the  Scottish  Valuation  Bill  into  law  this  session.” 

The  Manchester  Guardian  in  its  report  of  the  proceedings 
stated  “ The  demonstration  of  Saturday  in  favour  of  land  reform 
“ held  in  the  Belle-Vue  Gardens  was  extremely  successful.  It  was 
“ organised  by  the  Manchester  District  Branch  and  the  Lnited 
“ Committee  of  the  Leagues  for  the  Taxation  of  Land  Values,  and 
“ was  of  a very  representative  character.  In  the  large  room  where 
“ the  meeting  was  held  were  some  three  thousand  persons,  many  of 
“ them  representives  of  different  bodies,  including  more  than  a 
“ hundred  co-operative,  trades  unions,  and  political  organisations. 
■■  Delegates  attended,  indeed  from  all  parts  of  the  Kingdom,  and 
“ the  interest  and  applause  with  which  the  speeches  were  followed 
“ show'ed  that  the  subject  has  taken  a strong  hold  on  the  public 

In  a leading  article  the  Manchester  Guardian  also  said,  “The 
“ meeting  at  the  Belle-V  ue,  on  Saturday,  w'as  probably  the  largest 
“ that  ever  gathered  in  Manchester  to  discuss  Land  Reform.  But 
“ the  mere  numbers  present  gave  no  measure  of  its  importance, 
“ for  many  of  them  w'ere  delegates  representing,  each  of  them,  the 
“ views  of  many  thousand  serious,  if  obscure,  political  thinkers.  It 
“ w'as  therefore  no  idle  boast  of  the  Chairman,  Mr.  L.  \V . Zimmer- 
“ man,  that  the  gathering  represented  a larger  body  of  public 
“ opinion  than  had  ever  been  present  at  a Land  Reform  meeting 

“ before.”  . , ,,  u 

A.  meeting  of  the  Committee  was  held  the  same  evening, 

June  22nd,  1907,  at  Manchester.  The  members  present  expressed 

themselves  w^ell  satisfied  with  the  demonstration  just  held,  and  it 

was  remitted  to  the  Secretaries  to  fix  other  meetings  for  the  coming 

autumn  and  winter. 


PROGRESS  IN  PARLIAMENT. 

In  the  meanwhile,  the  Government  had  introduced  into  the 
House  of  Commons  their  Land  Values  (Scotland)  Bill,  providing 
for  the  separate  Valuation  of  Land  apart  from  buildings  and  other 
improvements.  The  Bill  came  on  for  Second  Reading  on  July  loth. 
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1907.  It  was  denounced  by  Mr.  Balfour  as  being  founded 
on  the  doctrines  of  Henry  George,  and  defended  in  pow'erful 
speeches  by  Mr.  Thos.  Shaw,  the  Lord  Advocate,  w'ho  spoke  of 
Henry  George  as  “ a master  mind,”  and  by  Mr.  Ure.  The  Second 
Reading  of  the  Bill  was  carried  by  294  votes  against  76. 

In  the  interval  betw^een  the  Second  Reading  and  Committee 
stages  of  the  Bill,  the  Secretaries  of  the  Committee  co-operated 
with  a group  of  private  Members  of  Parliament,  in  urging  upon 
the  Government  amendments  to  the  Bill  on  two  vital  points, 
namely,  the  widening  of  the  definition  of  “ improvements,”  so  as 
to  include  agricultural  works  and  improvements  of  all  kinds,  and 
the  insertion  of  provisions  to  prevent  the  valuation  being  frustrated 
by  the  imposition  of  restrictions  on  the  use  of  land.  Both  these 
points  were  satisfactorily  met  by  amendments  proposed  in  Com- 
mittee by  the  Lord  Advocate  on  behalf  of  the  Government,  and  on 
August  2 1st,  1907,  the  Third  Reading  of  the  Bill  was  carried  in 
the  Commons  by  172  votes  to  33.  The  Bill  then  went  to  the 
House  of  Lords,  where,  on  the  motion  of  Lord  Robertson  (who 
protested  against  the  Valuation  Lists  being  used  “ as  sandwich 
men  for  Henry  George”),  it  w^as  rejected  on  Second  Reading 
(August  26th,  1907)  by  1 18  votes  to  31. 


THE  CAMPAIGN  IN  THE  COUNTRY. 

Mr.  Ure  generously  responded  to  the  request  of  the  Committee 
to  address  meetings  in  support  of  the  Government’s  policy  of 
taxing  Land  Values,  and  dates  were  fixed  for  Huddersfield,  Leeds, 
Saltaire,  Greenock,  Birkenhead  and  Chesterfield  ; and  in  co-opera- 
tion with  local  branches  of  the  Young  Scots  Society  meetings  were 
arranged  at  Larbert.  Partick,  Ayr  and  Kilmarnock. 

The  meeting  at  Huddersfield,  held  on  October  2nd,  1907, 
was  highly  encouraging.  The  arrangements  were  in  the  hands  of 
Mr.  Arthur  Withy  and  local  supporters  of  the  movement.  Mr.  Ure 
spoke  for  an  hour  to  a most  appreciative  audience.  Mr.  J.  H. 
Whitley,  M.P.,  and  Mr.  R.  L.  Outhwaite  followed,  pointing  out- 
in  a telling  manner  the  economic  and  industrial  effects  of  the 
Taxation  of  Land  Values.  The  meeting  being  Mr.  Ure’s  first 
speech  since  the  closing  of  Parliament  was  excellently  reported  by 
the  leading  daily  newspapers,  including  the  London  Times.  - 

A mass  meeting  was  next  held  at  Leeds  on  October  4th,  1907, 
Mr.  Ure  again  being  the  principal  speaker,  with  Councillor 
Connellan,  Secretary  of  the  Leeds  Trades’  Council,  in  the  chair. 
The  Coliseum,  the  largest  hall  in  the  City  (holding  four  thousand 
persons),  was  engaged.  Temporary  premises  in  a leading  thorough- 
fare had  been  engaged  for  some  five  weeks  prior  to  the  date  of  the 
meeting,  and  from  this  centre  Fred.  Skirrow  and  his  assistant,_Henrv  | 
George  McHugh,  worked  night  and  day.  Circulars  were  printed  and* 
posted  to  interested  people  in  all  directions.  Edward  McHugh 
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came  from  Birkenhead  for  a week's  open-air  work.  At  these  street 
corner  meetings  and  at  public  works  admission  tickets  for 
Mr.  Ure’s  meetin"  were  distributed,  and  the  gospel  of  taxing  land 
values  proclaimed  to  eager  listeners.  This  open-air  campaign 
nightly  brought  to  the  “ Land  Values  ” shop  pertinent  questions, 
bu}'ers  of  literature,  and  enthusiastic  workers.  Mr.  McHugh  also 
addressed  a special  delegate  meeting  of  tfie  district  Branches  of 
the  United  Irish  League,  and  Mr.  Smithson  and  Mr.  Paul 
addressed  the  Adult  Sunday  School.  At  both  these  excellent 
meetings  many  new  friends  were  enlisted  for  the  success  of 
the  Coliseum  meeting.  All  concerned  wt;re  delighted  with  the 
great  event.  The  audience,  which  quite  filled  the  great  hall, 
came  to  know  more  about  the  question,  and  showed  unmistakably 
their  satisfaction  and  approval  of  the  full  statement  of  the  case 
made  by  Mr.  Ure.  The  Yorkshire  Daily  Observer  devoted  its 
principal  leading  article  to  the  meeting  and  referred  to  the  “ keen 
interest  displayed  by  the  great  audience  which  filled  the  Leeds 
Coliseum.”  The  following  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted  on 
the  motion  of  Mr.  Chas.  Trevelyan,  M.P.,  seconded  bv  Mr.  Edward 
McHugh  : — 

“That  this  mass  meeting,  including  delegates  from  the 
Trades  Council,  Trades  and  Labour  Unions,  United  Irish 
Leagues,  Liberal  and  Labour  organisations,  heartily  supports 
the  proposals  of  the  Government  to  ascertain  the  land  values 
of  Great  Britain,  and  to  adopt  such  land  values  as  the  standard 
of  rating ; expresses  its  indignation  at  the  rejection  by  the 
House  of  Lords  of  the  Land  Values  (Scotland)  Bill,  passed 
last  session  by  a majority  of  four  to  one  in  the  House  of 
Commons  ; calls  on  the  Government  early  next  session  to  pass 
that  Bill  again  without  waste  of  time  through  the  House  of 
Commons,  together  with  the  promised  English  Valuation  Bill 
on  similar  lines,  and  also  Bills  to  provide  for  the  taxation  of 
land  values  so  ascertained  in  both  countries  ; gratefully 
recognises  the  faithful  services  of  the  Prime  Minister  in  the 
great  causes  of  land  and  taxation  reform ; and  pledges  itself 
earnestly  to  support  the  measures  to  be  taken  by  his  Govern- 
ment to  curtail  the  power  of  the  House  of  Lords  and  make 
the  will  of  the  people  as  expressed  in  the  House  of  Commons 
prevail.” 

A resolution  in  similar  terms  was  also  carried  at  the  meetings 
held  at  Huddersfield,  Saltaire,  Larbert,  Partick,  Greenock,  Ayr, 
Birkenhead  and  Chesterfield. 


The  Saltaire  (Yorks)  meeting  was  held  on  Saturday,  October  26th, 
1907,  Councillor  James  Roberts,  J.P.,  presiding.  The  largest  hall 
in  the  town  (holding  twelve  hundred  persons)  was  engaged  and  the 
splendid  audience  fully  justified  the  venture.  Here,  as  at  Man- 
chester and  Leeds,  our  Yorkshire  agent,  Mi'.  Skirrow,  was  at  work 
weeks  before  the  event.  Mr.  Skirrow  and  Mr.  Paul  spent 
a fortnight  addressing  local  clubs  and  enlisting  dozens  and 
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hundreds  of  workers  who  gladly  co-operated  in  making  known 
Mr.  Ure’s  visit.  Mr.  Percy  Illingworth,  M.P.,  for  the  division, 
moved  the  resolution  which  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Paul,  supported 
by  Mr.  Smithson,  and  unanimously  carried.  The  district  daily 
papers  gave  good  reports,  and  the  local  weekly  paper,  the  Times 
and  Express,  reported  the  proceedings  in  four  columns. 

At  the  invitation  of  the  Committee,  Mr.  Winston  Churchill, 
M.P.,  agreed  to  address  a meeting,  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Committee,  at  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  at  the  beginning  of  February, 
1908,  but  owing  to  the  prolongation  of  his  tour  in  East  Africa 
and  the  early  date  (January  29th,  190S)  now  fi.xed  for  the  opening 
of  Parliament  he  will  be  unable  to  keep  the  engagement  at  the 
time  arranged,  and  the  meeting  has  in  consequence  been  postponed 
until  he  can  fix  a fresh  date. 

During  the  autumn  Mr.  Francis  Neilson,  editor  of  the 
Democratic  Monthly,  addressed  a series  of  meetings  in  the  Potteries 
district,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Committee.  Mr.  Wedgwood, - 
M.P.,  and  the  other  M.P.’s  forthe  divisions  in  the  district,  co-operated 
most  cordially  in  this  campaign.  At  each  meeting  resolutions  were 
adopted  in  favour  of  Land  Valuation  Bills  for  Scotland,  England 
and  Wales.  The  district  is  ripe  for  holding  a representative  con- 
ference or  a mass  meeting  with  a view  to  the  organisation  of  a 
league  or  branch  to  hold  the  ground  already  won  and  to  extend  it, 
and  a salaried  organiser  could  be  usefully  employed  if  funds  per- 
mitted. The  need  of  such  organisers  is  even  more  obvious  in  the 
Manchester  district  and  in  Northumberland  and  Durham,  where  the 
local  branches,  working  entirely  through  voluntary  officers,  report 
excellent  work  and  wide  fields  for  further  work  if  sufficient  funds 
were  forthcoming  to  enable  a secretary  or  agent  to  devote  all  his 
time  to  the  work. 

Mr.  McHugh  spoke  during  the  autumn  at  several  open-air 
meetings  at  Chesterfield  and  later  at  Rawtenstall.  The  arrangements 
for  these  meetings  were  carried  out  under  the  auspices  of  local 
supporters  of  the  movement.  Throughout  Yorkshire,  Mr.  Skirrow, 
Mr.  Smithson,  Mr.  Lester  and  Mr.  Paul  and  other  speakers  have 
addressed  dozens  of  open-air  meetings  during  the  summer  and 
autumn  months.  The  value  of  these  meetings  in  stirring  up 
thought  and  action  cannot  be  over  estimated. 

On  October  loth,  Mr.  Crompton  LI.  Davies  delivered  the 
opening  lecture  of  the  season,  at  the  Bradford  Liberal  Club,  on  the 
Taxation  of  Land  Values.  An  educative  discussion  followed,  and 
there  was  a large  sale  of  books  and  pamphlets. 

A meeting  of  the  Committee  was  held  in  London  on 
November  2nd,  1907.  Mr.  Paul  made  a statement  as  to  the 
work  done  since  the  last  meeting  of  the  Committee,  and  the 
arrangements  were  discussed  for  the  coming  meetings  at  Larbert, 
Partick,  Greenock,  Ayr,  Birkenhead,  Chesterfield  and  Kilmarnock. 
With  the  consent  of  the  Scottish  League,  the  Committee 
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arranged  to  take  over  the  financial  responsibility  for  the  monthly 
organ  of  the  movement,  Land  Values,  which  continues  to  be  edited 
by  Mr.  John  Paul,  and  will  be  published  by  the  Land  \'alues 
Publication  Department.  This  Department  has  been  organised  with 
Mr.  L.  H.  Berens  and  Mr.  K.  Lester  ns  joint  administrators. 
In  connection  with  this  Department,  a Press  Bureau  is  being 
established  at  the  offices  of  the  Committee  in  Westminster,  and  the 
services  of  Mr.  John  Orr  have  been  retained  as  manager.  The 
business  of  the  Bureau  will  be  to  supply  the  Press  (monthly,  weekly 
and  daily)  of  the  English-speaking  world  with  news  of  the  move- 
ment all  over  the  world,  and  comments,  ])aragraphs,  articles  and 
--  correspondence.  Mr.  Orr  before  taking  up  this  work,  had  been 
engaged  in  promoting  the  cause  at  the  recent  Municipal  Election  in 
Glasgow,  and  had  obtained  by  meetings  at  \\  orks,  and  personal  visits 
to  householders,  manufacturers  and  business  men,  over  10,000 
signatures  to  a Petition  in  favour  of  the  Towm  Council  continuing 
to  press  on  with  its  campaign  for  the  Taxation  of  Land  Values, 
which  was  presented  on  November  28th,  to  the  Council,  at  one  of 
its  regular  meetings.  The  Lord  Provost,  Sir  William  Bilsland, 
Bart.,  made  a favourable  reply  to  the  deputation  which  presented 
the  Petition,  and  the  matter  \vas  referred  b}-  order  of  the  Council  to 
its  Parliamentary  Bills  Committee. 

The  meeting  at  Larbert  (Stirlingshire)  on  November  6th, 
addressed  by  Mr.  Ure,  w^as  all  that  could  be  desired.  At  first  an 
audience  of  two  or  three  hundred  was  contemplated  by  the  Young 
Scots  Societv.  Bv  invitation  the  United  Committee  and  the 
Scottish  League  for  the  Taxation  of  Land  Values  joined  the  Young 
Scots  in  the  promotion  of  the  meeting.  The  Dobbie  Hall,  the 
largest  in  the  district  (holding  fourteen  hundred  persons),  was 
engaged,  and  a vigorous  fortnight’s  effort  resulted  in  one  of  the 
finest  public  demonstrations  ever  held  in  Stirlingshire.  Mr.  D.  M. 
Smeaton,  M.P.,  presided,  and  the  crow’ded  audience  speedily 
showed  that  the  Land  Values  Bill  had  their  enthusiastic  support, 
and  they  cheered  on  Mr.  Ure  all  through  his  able  and  convincing 
address.  The  resolution  was  moved  by  C.ouncillor  James  Fairlie, 
J.P.,  president  of  the  Scottish  League,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  George 
Hastie.  In  moving  a vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Ure,  Sir  John  N. 
Graham,  Bart.,  said  he  agreed  with  every  word  Mr.  Ure  had  uttered. 
“‘The  local  Stirlingshire  papers  gave  extensive  reports. 

The  meeting  at  Partick  (Lanarkshire),  on  November  15th, 
addressed  by  Mr.  Ure,  was  held  in  the  Burgh  Hall  (holding  twelve 
hundred  persons)  under  the  auspices  of  the  United  Committee,  the 
Scottish  League  and  the  Young  Scots  Society.  Mr.  Dundas  White, 
M.P.,  presided  over  a crowded  meeting  of  enthusiastic  supporters 
of  the  Government’s  policy  on  Land  Values.  Mr.  Ure  spoke  for 
one  hour  and  a half.  The  resolution,  move'I  by  ex-Bailie  Burt,  J.P., 
and  seconded  by  Mr.  George  Green,  C.C.,  chairman  of  the  Scottish 
Liberal  Council,  was  carried  unanimously  with  great  enthusiasm. 
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On  November  9th,  Mr.  Harry  LI.  Davies  lectured  on  the  , 
Unemployed  Problem,  at  the  Ruskin  College,  Oxford,  to  an 
audience  composed  largely  of  men  sent  by  trade  unions  and  other 
bodies  to  Oxford,  to  study  social  questions.  The  lecture  was  illus- 
trated  by  a model  designed  to  show  the  effect  of  land  monopoly  jr 
upon  unemployment,  and  a keen  discussion  followed  until  a late 
hour.  He  repeated  the  same  lecture  on  November  nth,  before  a | 
debating  societv  at  Lewisham. 

A meeting  of  the  Committee  was  held  in  London  on  November 
i6th,  1907.  The  officials  of  the  several  Leagues  and  Branches 
were  requested  to  prepare  and  submit  to  the  Committee  reports  of 
their  work. 


The  meeting  at  Greenock  was  held  in  the  Town  Hall,  on 
Thursday,  November  28th,  under  the  auspices  of  the  United  Com- 
mittee and  the  Scottish  League,  the  President  of  the  Greenock 
Trades  and  Labour  Council,  Mr.  J.  Reid  being  in  the  chair.  The  hall, 
which  accommodates  over  three  thousand  persons,  was  well  filled,  the 
meeting  being  one  of  the  largest  and  most  representative  ever  held 
in  the  town  on  any  public  or  political  question.  Members  of  the  v 
Trades  Council,  the  Liberal  Association,  the  Liberal  Club,  and  the  J 
United  Irish  League  cordially  co-operated  with  the  Secretaries  in 
the  organisation  of  the  meeting.  Mr.  Ure’s  able  and  instructive 
address  was  much  appreciated  by  all  present.  A feature  of  the 
meeting  was  the  attendance  of  the  Provost  and  Magistrates,  who 
came  because  of  their  respect  for  Mr.  Ure  and  their  deep  interest 
in  the  taxation  of  land  values.  The  Resolution  moved  by  Mr.  W. 

R.  Lester  and  seconded  by  Mr.  William  D.  Hamilton  was  carried 
with  enthusiastic  applause. 

The  Ayr  meeting,  under  the  auspices  of  the  United  Committee, 
the  Scottish  League  and  the  Ayr  branch  of  the  Young  Scots 
Society,  was  held  on  December  6th,  in  the  Town  Hall  (holding 
one  thousand  persons).  There  was  a large  attendance,  and  Mr. 
Eugene  Wason,  M.P.,  presided.  Mr.  Ure,  who  was  cordially  wel- 
comed, dealt  with  the  question  in  an  exhaustive  manner,  showing 
clearly  its  bearing  on  housing  and  employment.  The  Ayrshire  Post  ~ 
gave  a three  column  report,  and  a favourable  leading  article.  The 
Resolution  moved  by  ex-Bailie  Burt,  seconded  by  Mr.  William 
Robertson  and  supported  by  Mr.  Paul  was  carried  with  enthusiasm. 

The  meeting  at  Birkenhead,  held  on  Saturday,  December  7th, 
under  the  auspices  of  the  United  Committee,  was  in  the  hands  of 
Mr.  McHugh,  and  the  members  of  his  Political  Economy  class.  The 
arrangements  were  most  successfully  carried  out.  Weeks  before  the 
meeting  large  posters  were  put  out  bearing  the  simple  legend,  “ Alex. 
Ure  is  coming.”  The  meeting  was  held  in  the  Music  Hall  (estimated 
to  hold  eighteen  hundred  persons),  and  presided  over  by  Mr.  Fred 
Dunne,  Secretary  of  the  Birkenhead  and  District  Building  Trades 
Federation.  There  was  a crowded  attendance  “in  spite  of  the  fact 
(we  quote  here  from  the  report  in  the  Birkenhead  News)  that  torrents 
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of  rain  were  falling,  and  that  the  night  was  in  every  way  most 
inclement.”  Mr.  Ure,  who  received  a rousing  reception,  spoke  with 
great  vigour  for  one  hour  and  forty  minutes,  while  the  mover, 
seconder,  and  supporter  of  the  resolution.  Councillors  Russell  and 
Rees,  of  Birkenhead,  and  Councillor  Burke,  of  Liverpool,  kept  the 
meeting  going  with  enthusiasm  till  late  in  the  evening.  The 
Birkenhead  people,  thanks  mainly  to  Mr.  McHugh’s  splendid 
work  in  the  town  and  district  in  recent  years,  were  keenly  awaiting 
Mr.  Ure’s  coming,  and  they  cheered  him  on  throughout  his  long 
speech  with  most  intelligent  appreciation.  The  Birkenhead  News 
in  a leading  article  said,  “There  could  be  no  better  proof  of  the 
“ remarkable  growth  of  interest  in  what  was,  not  so  many  years 
“ ago,  looked  upon  as  a question  of  rather  than_^practical 

O “ politics,  that  of  the  taxation  of  land  values,  than  was  afforded 
“ by  the  meeting  addressed  at  the  Claughton  Music  Hall  by 
“Mr.  Alexander  Ure  on  Saturday  night.  When  the  Solicitor- 
“ General  for  Scotland  rose  to  speak  there  was  not  a vacant  seat  in 
“ the  hall,  and,  more  than  that,  many  people  anxious  to  gain  admit- 
“ tance  were  unable  to  do  so.  The  attendance,  indeed,  far  exceeded 
“ the  most  sanguine  expectations,  and  those  present  who  happened 
“ to  have  had  experience  of  the  apathy  which,  excepting  during 
“ periods  of  electoral  excitement,  characterises  the  Birkenhead  public 
“in  relation  to  political  matters  must  have  been  agreeably  surprised.” 
— -The  Liverpool  Daily  Post  devoted  its  first  leading  article  to  the 
meeting,  remarking  that  “ after  the  crowded  audience  that  assembled 
/“in  Birkenhead  to  hear  his  address,  Mr.  Ure  may  carry  away  with 
1 “ him  the  assurance  that  the  question  has  taken  hold  of  the  English 
“ democracy.” 
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The  meeting  at  Chesterfield,  under  the  auspices  of  the  United 
Committee,  was  held  in  the  Stephenson  Memorial  Hall  (holding 
sixteen  hundred  persons),  on  Monday,  December  gth,  Mr.  A.  W. 
Foster  presiding.  There  was  a very  large  attendance  and  Mr.  Ure 
was  listened  to  with  the  greatest  interest.  Several  weeks  ahead,  as 
at  Manchester,  Leeds  and  Saltaire,  a considerable  amount  of  pro- 
paganda work  was  carried  out  by  Mr.  Skii  row  and  local  supporters 
of  the  movement.  Here,  as  elsewhere,  Mr.  Ure’s  visit  was  the 
occasion  of  an  educational  effort  that  will  have  lasting  results. 
Mr.  Skirrow  spoke  nightly  for  three  weeks  at  meetings  organised 
by  political  and  industrial  associations  in  the  town  and  district. 
A large  number  of  books  and  pamphlets  were  sold  throughout  the 
campaign.  The  resolution  was  moved  by  Mr.  F.  A.  Taylor,  seconded 
by  Mr.  Edward  McHugh,  supported  by  Mr.  W.  E.  Harvey,  M.P., 
and  unanimously  adopted.  The  report  of  the  proceedings  in 
the  Sheffield  Independent  began  as  follows : — “ The  Solicitor- 
“ General  for  Scotland  followed  with  a telling  speech,  closely 
“ reasoned,  and  brightened  with  many  a flash  of  humour.  The 
“ land  question  he  declared  to  be  at  the  root  of  all  social  reforms, 
“ and  said  it  was  impossible  to  make  advance  in  any  direction  in 
“ social  reform  unless  the  land  was  first  dealt  with.  If  by  tackling 
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“ one  phase  of  the  land  question  we  are  enabled  to  reach  a more 
“ equitable  and  fairer  distribution  of  the  burden  of  rates,  and  at  the 
“ same  time  encourage  building,  cheapen  building  land,  and  do 
“ something  therefore  towards  the  solution  of  that  problem  which 
“ has  baffled  social  reformers  for  so  many  years — the  housing  of 
“ the  working  people,then  we  will  have  gone  a long  way,  a longer  way, 

“ perhaps,  than  some  imagine,  towards  solving  the  problem  of  how 
“ to  make  our  nation  sober.”  (Cheers.) 

The  Committee  feel  that,  in  organising  and  promoting  these 
great  public  demonstrations,  supported  as  they  have  been  by  the 
large  number  of  smaller  district  meetings  held  at  political  clubs,  etc., 
and  by  a wide  distribution  of  explanatory  literature,  they  have  taken  a 
full  share  in  responding  to  the  appeal  made  by  the  Prime  Minister 
for  the  necessary  “ driving  power  ” from  the  country  to  enable  the 
Government  to  pass  their  measures  of  land  and  rating  reform.  They 
have  awakened  a great  amount  of  new  thought  and  drawn  many 
hundreds  of  new  recruits  into  the  fighting  line,  and  Mr.  Ure  has  in 
this  campaign  won  the  esteem  and  gratitude  of  a great  and  growing 
public.  But  much  more  similar  work  remains  to  be  done.  What 
this  campaign  has  shown  is  that  the  mass  of  the  people  realise  that 
the  land  question  is  at  the  root  of  social  evils,  and  that  the  undoing 
of  land  monopoly  by  the  taxation  of  land  values  commands  their 
enthusiastic  approval. 

Mr.  Ure  is  to  address  large  public  demonstrations  at  Kilmarnock, 
in  the  Agricultural  Hall,  on  Monday,  January  20th,  1908,  under  the 
auspices  of  the  United  Committee,  the  Scottish  League,  the  Local  N 
Liberal  Association  and  the  Young  Scots  Society,  and  at  Belfast,  j 
in  the  Ulster  Hall,  on  Monday,  January  27th,  under  the  auspices  or 
the  United  Committee  and  the  Irish  Society  for  the  Taxation  of 
Land  Values.  Special  efforts  will  be  made  as  at  the  previous 
meetings  to  make  these,  the  first  in  the  New  Year,  equally  successful. 

As  soon  as  the  promised  English  Valuation  Bill  is  introduced  the 
Committee  hope  to  organise  a series  of  public  meetings  in  its  support. 

MUNICIPAL  SUPPORT. 

A circular  letter  was  sent  by  the  Committee  to  the  Clerks  ot 
over  two  thousand  County  Councils,  Town  Councils,  Urban  District 
and  Parish  Councils,  informing  them  of  the  Resolution  in  support 
of  the  Government’s  policy  on  land  values  passed  at  the  meetings 
promoted  by  the  Committee,  and  requesting  them  to  bring  the 
matter  before  their  Councils  with  a view  to  Resolutions  being  passed 
and  sent  to  the  Government.  The  circular  has  been  well  received 
and  many  Resolutions  have  been  passed  and  sent  to  the  Government. 
On  December  12th  the  Committee  were  advised  by  the  Town  Clerk 
of  Glasgow  that  the  Council  that  day  had  resolved  by  a vote  of  45 
to  24: — 

(i)  To  re-affirm  their  previous  resolution  in  favour  generally 
of  the  principle  of  Taxation  of  Land  Values  ; 
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{2)  To  memorialise  the  Government  to  re-introduce  and 
press  forward  in  the  next  session  of  Parliament  their 
Bill  of  last  session  for  the  ascertainment  of  Land  Values, 
or  a Bill  on  similar  lines  ; and 

(3)  To  appoint  a Sub-Committee  to  report  to  the  Parlia- 
mentary Bills  Committee  if,  and  when,  any  proposal  is 
introduced  in  the  next  session  of  Parliament  on  the 
subject  of  Land  Values, 

FINANCIAL  STATEMENT. 

A Meeting  of  the  Committee  was  held  at  the  Offices,  20, 
Tothill-street,  Westminster,  on  December  14th,  1907. 

A Statement  was  made  by  the  Treasurer,  Mr.  W.  R.  Lester, 


showing  that  the  contributions  received  up 

to  date  amounted 

to 

;^i,037  IS.,  the  expenditure  being  as  follows 

— 

1 

s. 

d. 

By  Scottish  League 

. • • ... 

90 

0 

0 

,,  English  „ 

125 

0 

0 

,,  Land  Values  Publication  Department  ... 

• • • • • • 

15 

0 

0 

,,  Printing  ...  

• • • ♦ • » 

27 

H 

6 

,,  Books,  Stationery  and  Papers 

• « • • • • 

3 

5 

9 

,,  Meetings — Manchester,  Huddersfield,  Leeds, 

Saltaire, 

Larbert,  Partick,  Greenock,  Croydon  and 

Potteries 

District 

336 

9 

II 

,,  Travelling 

93 

0 

4 

,,  Office  Furniture  and  Furnishings 

6g 

19 

6 

,,  Rent  of  Office 

45 

9 

9 

,,  Postages,  Telegrams 

19 

16 

9 

,,  Salaries 

176 

4 

0 

/I 

,002 

0 

6 

The  expenses  of  the  Ayr,  Birkenhead  and  Chesterfield  meetings 
are  not  included  in  the  above  statement.  At  the  end  of  the 
financial  year  an  audited  statement  of  accounts  will  be  published. 


WORK  OF  THE  LEAGUES  AND  BRANCHES. 

Reports  of  the  Leagues  and  Branches  were  submitted  to 
the  Committee  as  follows  : — 

ENGLISH  LEAGUE  FOR  THE  TAXATION  OF  LAND  VALUES. 

Offices: — 376  AXD  377  Strand,  London,  W.C. 

The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  League  is  held  each  summer  in 
London,  when  the  business  of  electing  Officers,  Council  and  Executive 
Committee,  and  of  receiving  the  Treasurer’s  and  Secretary’s  Reports  is 
transacted,  and  resolutions  are  proposed  and  speeches  made  declaring 
the  principles  of  the  League  and  dealing  with  the  political  situation. 
The  Council,  consisting  of  elected  members  of  the  League  and  members 
nominated  by  branches  and  affiliated  societies,  meets  quarterly,  and  the 
Executive  Committee  fortnightly,  for  the  transaction  of  business. 
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Mr.  \V.  K.  Lester,  M.A.,  is  President  for  this  year,  the  office  having  been 
previously  lield  in  succession  hy  Mr.  Crompton  LI.  Davies,  the  late  Sir 
Alfred  Billson,  M.P.,  and  Mr.  J.  H.  Whitley,  M.P.  Besides  the 
services  of  the  Hon.  Treasurer,  Mr.  L.  H.  Berens,  who  is  constantly  in 
attendance  at  the  office  and  superintends  there  the  business  of  the  Land 
Values  Publication  Department  (which  does  a large  and  increasing 
business  with  London  wholesalers  and  distributors),  the  League  lias 
two  valued  officials— Mr,  jT^dk.  Veriader.  the  General  Secretary,  who 
has  held  that  office  Tor  Tnore  than  twenty-three  years,  and  Mr.  \\  m. 
Miinn,  the  Assistant  Secretary,  who  has  been  in  the  office  for  about 
eighteen  years.  The  necessary  running  expenses  of  the  office  are 
estimated  at  about  ;^550  a year,  but  the  League  has  never  been  able  to 
count  on  receiving  that  amount  in  any  year  from  subscriptions,  and  its 
work  could  be  greatly  extended,  and  made  more  effective  if  such  a 
revenue  were  secured,  and  the  officials  were  able  to  give  their  undivided 
attention  to  the  propaganda  work  of  tlie  League. 

The  work  of  the  League  may  be  summarised  as  follows: — 

(1)  Dealing  with  extensive  correspondence,  home,  colonial  and 
foreign  ; supplying  information  and  material  to  speakers  and 
writers  on  our  question,  and  providing  a rendezvous  for  friends 
and  enquirers  from  all  parts  of  the  world. 

(2)  Organising  lectures  and  meetings,  and  supplying  lecturers  and 

speakers,  especially  in  London  and  the  Southern,  Eastern  and 
Midland  counties. 

(3)  Writing,  publishing,  and  pushing  the  sale  of  the  ‘‘  Statement  of 

Principles  ” of  the  League,  and  leaflets,  pamphlets  and  books 
on  the  question. 

(4)  Organising  branches  and  co-operating  with  the  existing  branches 
in  Yorkshire,  Manchester,  Warrington,  Tyneside,  Portsmouth, 
and  Croydon. 

(5)  Promoting  the  progress  of  the  movement  in  the  Press,  and  in 

national  and  municipal  politics. 

During  the  year  ended  June  30th,  1907,  in  addition  to  a large 
number  of  meetings  addressed  by  members  of  the  League  in  connection 
with  the  London  County  Council  Election,  igo  lectures  were  delivered 
in  London  and  seventy-four  other  places,  and  about  ^250  worth  of 
literature  was  distributed.  The  demand  for  literature  is  now  greater 
than  ever  before,  and  by  itself  would  suffice  to  keep  the  office  busy. 
During  October,  1907,  literature  to  the  value  of  nearly  (at  wholesale 
rates)  was  sold  in  the  office  and  the  money  received.  This  winter  the 
lecturing  work  of  the  League  is  being  considerably  extended,  and  Mr. 
Verinder  is  likely  to  be  almost  constantly  employed  in  this  work. 
Special  attention  is  being  paid  to  the  backward  counties  in  the  South  of 
England,  and  the  officials  are  co-operating  with  their  Lancashire  friends 
in  the  endeavour  to  place  the  movement  in  that  count}'  on  as  good  a 
footing  as  in  Yorkshire, 

The  Yorkshire  District  Branch  of  the  League  has  its  offices 
at  71  North  Street,  Keighley.  There  is  a local  committee. 
Mr.  Fred  Skirrow  is  the  Agent,  Mr.  F.  H.  Bentham,  Chairman, 
Mr.  C,  H,  Smithson  and  Mr,  T.  B.  Lund,  Hon.  Secretaries. 
During  the  last  year  meetings  have  been  addressed  in  all  parts 
of  the  West  Riding  of  Yorkshire,  and  a considerable  amount  of 
literature  has  been  distributed.  Groups  of  convinced  supporters  and 
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active  co-workers  have  been  enlisted.  Since  the  formation  of  the 
United  Committee,  Mr.  Skirrow  has  rendered  invaluable  services  in 
crganising  the  meetings  and  carrying  out  preliminary  work  by  speaking 
t j clubs  and  associations,  and  out  of  door  in  Manchester,  Huddersfield, 
l.eeds,  Saltaire,  and  Chesterfield. 

The  Tyneside  Branch  was  formed  as  the  outcome  of  a resolution 
j assed  at  a conference  on  Taxation  of  Land  ^'alues,  promoted  by  the 
flnglisli  League  and  held  in  Newcastle  in  November,  1902.  Altliough 
r amed  “ Tyneside,”  the  Branch  embraces  a much  larger  area  and 
covers  the  whole  of  the  two  counties  of  Northumberland  and  Durham, 
'^^llr.  Chg^des  Trevelyan^. is  PresidenU  and  among  the  Vice- 
/] ’residents  are  Mr.  Walter  Runciman,  M.P.,  Financial  Secretary  to  the 
['’reasury,  Sir  William  Robson,  M.P.,  Solicitor-General,  Mr.  Thomas 
Hurt,  M.P.,  Mr.  Charles  Fenwick,  M.P.,  Mr.  John  Wilson,  M.P.,  and 
t:ie  Very  Rev.  Dean  Kitchin.  There  is  a representative  Executive 
cCommittee,  of  which  Mr.  J.  H.  Whyte  is  Chairman,  and  the  Hon. 
f lecretaries  are  Mr.  James  Veitch  and  Mr.  Richard  Brown,  of  22  Lish 
.1, venue,  Whitley  Bay.  The  membership  is  made  up  of  Liberals, 
— < lonseLvativ£s  and  Socialists,  while  several  co-operative  societies  are 
contributors  to  its  funds.  All  work  is  done  voluntarily,  and  nothing  in 
tne  shape  of  travelling  or  personal  expenses  of  any  kind  has  been 
c harged  against  the  funds.  The  Branch  prints  and  issues  an  Annual 
] leport.  During  the  campaign  against  the  movement  for  Tariff  Reform  the 
Branch  issued  a manifesto,  “Not  less  Free  Trade  but  more,”  of  which 
1 early  100,000  copies  have  been  printed  and  circulated,  and  during  the 
General  Election  another  leaflet,  “The  Fiscal  Trump  Card,”  was  issued 
i 1 large  quantities.  Considerable  assistance  has  come  from  local  Liberal 
J cssociations,  and  particularly  from  the  Newcastle  Liberal  Club,  the 
Newcastle  Liberal  Association,  and  the  Northern  Liberal  Federation. 
Mr.  Arthur  Withy,  while  in  Newcastle,  did  splendid  work  for  the 
iiovement,  and  recently  Mr.  Francis  Neilson  was  in  Newcastle, 
£ ddressing  a series  of  Liberal  open-air  meetings,  which  were  attended 
i i all  by  some  20,000  people.  During  the  last  month  Mr.  Edward  McHugh 
1 as  addressed  a series  of  large  indoor  meetings  under  Liberal  auspices 
ia  Newcastle,  and  a week  later  Mr.  Neilson  completed  the  Liberal 
1 /ard  meetings  commenced  by  Mr.  McHugh. 

The  ^M-aiichester.  Branch  was  founded  on  October  gth,  1906,  at  a 
Meeting  addressed  by  the  General  Secretary  of  the  League.  The 
’’resident  is  Mr.  L.  W.  Zimmerman,  J.P.,  who  for  some  years  past  has 
sed  his  great  personal  and  political  influence  in  Manchester  in  well 
irected  efforts  to  keep  the  question  of  the  taxation  of  land  values  before 
he  large  population,  of  which  that  city  is  the  centre.  Among  the 
_ ^e-Presidents  are  Mr.  Winston  Churchill,  M.P.,  W.P.Byles,  M.P.,J.R. 
I Clynes,  M.P.,  W.  J.  Crossley,  M.P.,  A.  A.  Haworth,  M.P.,  T.  G. 
1 lorridge,  K.C.,  M.P.,  G.  D.  Kelley,  M.P.,  H.  Nuttall,  M.P.,  A.  H. 
Scott,  M.P.,  and  J.  H.  Thewlis,  J.P.  The  work  is  carried  on  by 
1 onorary  officers,  especially  by  Dr.  Percy  McDougall,  Hon.  Treasurer, 
£ nd  Mr.  A.  H.  Weller,  Hon.  Secretary,  94,  Sandy  Lane,  Chorlton-cum- 
; lardy,  IManchester.  Meetings  are  constantly  being  addressed  by  the 
( fficers  and  by  members  of  the  Committee  in  the  clubs,  etc.,  in  and  near 
Manchester.  The  Branch  gave  most  valuable  help  in  the  work  of 
< rganising  the  Manchester  Demonstration,  at  which  Mr.  Alex.  Ure, 
K.C.,  ^I.P.,  spoke  on  June  22nd  last.  The  first  Annual  Meeting  of  the 
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Branch  was  held  on  December  Gth,  and  was  addressed  by  Mr.  J.  \V  .S. 
Callie,  Editor  of  the  Fiuiuicial  iie/onii  AlmancicL  Mr.  Lester,  Bresident 
of  the  parent  League,  has  recently  spent  a week  lecturing  in  the  district 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Branch.  There  is  an  almost  illimitable 
field  for  work  in  Lancashire,  for  which  Manchester  would  be  the  natural 
centre. 

The  Portsmouth  Branch  was  formed  on  December  4th,  1897, 

^Ir.  J.  H.  ]\IcGuigan,  of  43,  Brookfield- road,  Kingston,  Portsmouth,  as 
president.  ^leetings  are  held  every  month,  at  which  either  a lecture 
or  a reading  is  given.  The  members  address  meetings  of  Radical  Clubs, 
Debating  Societies,  etc.,  and  keep  in  close  toucii  with  the  Town 
Councillors  of  the  Wards.  Six  of  the  members  are  on  the  Executive  of 
the  Portsmouth  Liberal  Association.  At  tlie  General  Election  10,000 
copies  of  a pamphlet,  called  “ An  Appeal  to  Reason,*’  were  issued. 
A Book  Club  is  run  in  connection  with  the  League,  which  has  been 
the  means  of  enabling  the  members  to  read  all  the  principal  books 
dealing  with  our  question.  Lectures  have  been  delivered  by 
IMessrs.  Berens,  Verinder,  Taylor,  Lester  and  Paul. 

The  Cj-nydon  Branch  was  constituted  at  a meeting  held  at  the 
Public  Hall,  when  the  following  were  elected: — President,  IMr.  Charles 
Trevelyan,  M.P.;  Chairman,  Mr.  J.  C.  DurantT  Secretary,  Mr.  H.  E. 
Weaver;  and  a representative  Committee  was  chosen,  with  power  to 
add  to  their  number.  The  work  of  the  Branch  has  been  mainly 
directed  to  addressing  small  meetings  and  the  distribution  of  literature, 
and  much  benefit  has  resulted  from  private  gatherings  for  discussion  at 
the  houses  of  members.  The  first  great  effort  of  the  branch  was  the 
holding  of  a Public  Conference  at  the  Horniman  Hall  on  October  24th, 
to  which  all  the  political,  trade  union,  ratepayers*  and  other  public 
associations  in  the  borough  were  invited  to  send  delegates,  and  to 
which  all  members  of  the  Town  Council  and  Board  of  Guardians  were 
asked.  Seventy-eight  delegates  were  appointed,  including  Messrs.  W.  R. 
Lester,  C.  Llewelyn  Davies  and  L.  H.  Berens  from  the  parent  League. 
The  meeting  was  also  largely  attended  by  the  general  public. 
i\Ir.  Durant  presided,  and  iMr.  S.  W.  Pascall  introduced  the  subject  by 
moving  a resolution  calling  for  the  separate  valuation  of  land  to  serve 
as  a new  standard  of  rating.  After  a long  and  interesting  discussion, 
this  resolution  was  carried  with  but  four  dissentients. 


SCOTTISH  LEAGUE  FOR  THE  TAXATION  OF  LAND  VALUES. 

Offices:  13  Dun’das  Street,  Glasgow, 

The  Annual  Meeting  is  held  each  spring  in  Glasgow,  for  the  election 
of  Officers  and  Committee  and  the  transaction  of  other  business.  The 
executive  meets  monthly,  and  special  standing  sub-committees  meet 
regularly.  Ex-Bailie  Burt  was  President  from  1S95  to  1904,  and 
Avas  succeeded  by  ’Mr.  AM.  R.  Lester,  and  'ATEWT.  D.  Hamilton,^ 
Amt.  James  Fairlie  is  now  President,  and  Mr.  David  Cassels, 
Treasurer.  Mr.  James  Busby  was  appointed  Secretary  on  September 
I2th,  in  succession  to  Mr.  John  Paul,  who  had  held  office  since  June 
1895.  expenses  of  office  rent,  taxes  and  salaries  amount  to  about 

^250  a year.  The  running  expenses  and  the  sums  spent  on  literature 
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and  other  propaganda  work  have  been  derived  partl}'^  from  animal 
subscriptions  and  partly  from  special  sources,  sucli  as  the  Bazaar,  and 
from  special  appeals. 

The  propaganda  of  the  League  consists  in  correspondence  at  home 
and  abroad,  holding  meetings,  supplying  Political,  Industrial  and  Literary 
Societies  throughout  the  country  with  speakers  and  circulating  literature 
in  whatever  w'ay  seems  best,  as  occasions  arise.  The  members  of  the 
League  are,  for  the  most  part,  actively  associated  in  Liberal  Associations 
where  the  policy  of  taxing  land  values  is  carried  regularly  by  resolutions 

(at  meetings  and  Conferences  of  the  Party.  .The  President  and  several 
Vice-Presidents,  the  Secretary  and  other  members  occupy  represen  - 
tative  positions  in  the  Scottish  Liberal  organisation.  - 

Many  meetings  have  been  held  in  all  the  principal  towns  and 
counties  in  Scotland,  and  have  been  addressed  by  Messrs.  Fairlie, 
Murray,  Paul,  Adam,  Lester,  John  Cassels,  Wm.  Cassels,  Reid,  Burt, 
W.  D. Hamilton,  Gordon,  Waddell,  Harry  LI.  Davies,  Norman  M’Lennan, 
Wm.  M’Lennan,  Orr„Busby,  and  other  members  of  the  Leagu^.  At 
the  General  Election^over  half  a million  leaflets  on  Land  Valuesjwere 
issued  by  the  League,  ahB~The  Scottish  Liberal  Association  issued 
a greater  quantity,  which  were  largely  bought  by  the  candidates 
for  posting  to  the  electors  and  for  distribution  at  meetings. 

There  is  an  active,  and  constant  press  propaganda  carried  on  by 
Members  of  the  Executive  in  all  the  principal  Scottish  newspapers,  and 
in  this  respect  the  League  is  well  equipped. 

An  active  municipal  propaganda  is  always  maintained.  At  the 
recent  Election  in  Glasgow  the  League  issued  a manifesto  dealing 
with  the  position  of  the  taxation  of  land  values  at  the  Town  Council. 
The  members  of  the  Organizing  Committee  attended  twenty-two  om  of 
twenty-six  Annual  Ward  Tileetings  of  this  City,  where  lo^oo  copies  of 
the  manifesto  were  distributed,  besides  a special  leaH^  which  was 
distributed  at  Candidates’  meetings.  This  leaflet,  altered  to  suit,  will 
be  distributed  at  several  large  political  demonstrations  and  other  public 
demonstrations  this  winter. 

The  League  has  been  co-operating  with  the  United  Committee  in 
organizing  the  large  meetings  which  have  been  held  or  are  about  to  be 
held  at  Larbert,  Ayr,  Greenock,  Kilmarnock,  and  probably  Inverness. 
The  Meeting  held  at  Larbert  on  November  6th,  was  a great  success,  the 
Hall,  the  largest  in  the  district,  being  filled  to  its  utmost  capacity.  The 
meeting  at  Partick  on  November  15th,  was  also  a very  successful  one. 
The  Burgh  Hall  was  crowded,  and  Mr.  Ure  spoke  for  an  hour  and  a 
half  exclusively  on  the  taxation  of  land  values.  The  reception  of 
Mr.  Ure  by  the  audiences,  at  Larbert,  Partick,  Greenock  and  Ayr  was 
most  gratifying  and  encouraging  to  all  concerned. 

f 

/ The_Irish  Society  for.  the  Taxation  of  Land  Values  was  formed  in^ 
( iQo^ ' It  received  its  first  impulse  from  a visit  of  the  late  Bailie  JohiT" 
''  Fer^son  to  Belfast  on  behalf  of  the  Glasgow  Corporation  in  November, 
1905,  when  a number  of  friends  were  gathered  to  hear  him.  In  the 
following  March  a lantern  lecture  was  given  in  Belfast  by  Mr.  John 
Paul,  and  Mr.  Peter  Burt,  of  Glasgow,  also  came  and  addressed  the 
meeting.  The  officers  are: — President,  Arthur  W.  Metcalfe;  vice- 
president,  Alexander  Bowman ; hon.  treasurer.  Miss  Emily  Lindsay  ; 
and  hon.  sec.,  Victor  Linton,  15,  Ulstervilie-avenue ; and  assistant-sec.. 
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R.  Wright.  The  work  of  the  Society  so  far  has  consisted  in  speaking 
at  meetings,  correspondence  in  the  Press,  and  the  dissemination  of 
literature.  The  Society,  in  conjunction  with  the  United  Committee,  is 
now  organising  a great  public  demonstration  to  be  held  at  Belfast  on 
January  27th,  1908,  which  will  be  addressed  by  Mr.  Alex.  Ure,  the 
Solicitor-General  for  Spotland. 

' c 

LAND  VALUES  PUBLICATION  DEPARTMENT. 

The  first  financial  yeax  of  the  Land  \’alues  Publication  Department 
closed  oiU  5Tovember  ist,.  1907-  During  the  year  nearly  V300  was 
‘^T^ended  in  the  purch^e  and  printing  of  books  and  pamphlets, 
advertising,  postages,  etc.  Of  this  amount  about  V135  was  derived 
from  sales,  and  .^158  from  contributions  from  friends  and  supporters. 
The  Department  shows  a balance  of  assets  amounting  to  nearly  ^118, 
represented  by  its  stock  of  books  and  Trade  Accounts,  and  this  sum 
will  become  available  for  further  work  as  the  books  are  sold  and  the 
accounts  are  paid.  To  do  justice  to  its  present  opportunities,  how’ever, 
a further  capital  of  from  £100  to  ^200  is  urgently  needed.  The 
demand  for  literature  is  notv  greater  than  it  has  ever  been  and  is  daily 
increasing. 

The  following  is  a list  of  the  Books  and  Pamphlets  this  Depart- 
ment has  been  the  means  of  placing  at  the  disposal  of  the  movement 
during  the  past  year  : — 

250  “Democracy  versus  Socialism.”  By  ]^Iax  Hirsch. 

Library  io5.  edition. 

9.000  “ The  Labour  Question.”  Being  an  Abridgement  of  Henry 

George’s  “ Condition  of  Labour.” 

5.000  “ Rating  Reform  in  Rural  Districts.” 

5,000  “ Small  Holdings  and  Land  Values.” 

5,000  “ The  Crime  of  Poverty.”  By  Henry  George. 

5,000  “Thy  Kingdom  Come.”  By  Henry  George. 

5,000  “ Moses.”  By  Henry  George. 

5,000  “Thou  Shalt  not  Steal.”  By  Henry  George. 

5,000  “ Land  and  People.”  By  Henry  George. 

5,000  “ Scotland  and  Scotsmen.”  By  Henry  George. 

5,000  “ Individualism  and  Socialism.”  By  Grant  Allen. 

5,000  “A  Tragedy  of  English  History.”  By  Thorold  Rogers. 

5,000  “ The  Prime  Minister  and  Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh  on  Land 
Values.”  (A  new  pamphlet  prepared  in  November  by  the 
Committee.) 

1 5.000  “ The  Story  of  My  Dictatorship.”  Special  6d.  edition. 

20.000  (Leaflet)  “ Small  Holdings  and  Land  Valuation.” 


POSITION  OF  THE  COMMITTEE. 

The  above  Reports  were  read,  and  the  financial  position  was 
carefully  considered  by  the  Committee.  The  running  expenses  of 
the  United  Committee,  including  rent,  salaries,  travelling  expenses, 
stationery  and  postages,  have  to  be  provided  for,  and  are  estimated 
at  about  £yoo  a year,  and  the  expenses  of  meetings,  etc.,  which 
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might  be  arranged  for  during  the  year,  would  absorb  /i,ooo  or 
mc;re.  It  uas  calculated  that  about  a year  was  required  by 

the  Leagues  and  Branches  (in  addition  to  the  receipts  on  which 
they  could  count)  to  keep  them  in  a state  of  thorough  efficiency 
and  enable  them  to  cope  with  the  increasing  amount  of  work. 
Besides  this,  it  was  clear  that  if  funds  were  forthcoming  for  paid 
assistance  for  any  of  the  Branches  now  carried  on  by  voluntary  work, 
sa\  in  Lancashire  and  Northumberland  and  Durham,  immensely 
valuable  service  could  be  done  for  the  movement.  The  Land  \’alues 
Publication  Department,  including  the  Press  Bureau,  requires  about 
/400  during  the  coming  year. 

At  the  present  moment  the  Committee  has  practically  ex- 
hausted its  funds,  and  if  its  work  is  to  continue  fresh  assistance 
must  be  forthcoming  at  once.  From  the  Treasurer's  statement  it 
will  be  seen  that  ;^^i,037  has  been  contributed  since  the  Committee 
was  started.  That  fund  was  raised  by  special  effort,  made  at 
considerable  personal  sacrifices,  which  cannot  be  repeated  at  the 
moment.  The  special  effort  was  made  by  a limited  number  of 
persons  who  w^ere  convinced  that  important  work  could  be  done  if 
funds  w'ere  provided,  and  that  such  work  was  immediately  and 
urgently  needed  to  take  advantage  of  present  opportunities  and 
carry  our  movement  to  assured  success.  It  w^as  also  felt  that  the 
first  efforts  of  the  Committee  would  be  exjierimental,  and  should 
be  guaranteed  by  those  wffio  had  faith  in  their  success,  and  that,  if 
the  venture  w'as  successful,  an  appeal  for  further  help  could  be 
made  more  confidently. 


APPEAL  FOR  FUNDS. 

The  Committee  feel  no  hesitation  in  presenting  this  Report  as 
ividence  that  their  venture  has  succeeded  beyond  all  expectations, 
ndeed  as  proof  that,  if  they  can  obtain  adequate  financial  support 
or  the  coming  year,  they  w-ill  be  able  to  effect  w'ork  of  great  and 
asting  national  importance.  The  urgency  wffiich  was  felt  in  April 
ast  is  still  greater  now',  when  the  Scottish  Bill  is  to  be  brought 
orward  again  and  the  English  Bill  is  about  to  be  introduced,  and 
1 he  conflict  with  the  House  of  Lords  on  the  principle  of  our  policy 
lias  become  one  of  the  leading  political  issues. 
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After  carefully  reviewing  the  whole  position,  and  estimating  the 
requirements  of  a year's  effective  working,  the  Committee  appeal  for 
a fund  of  ;C3,ooo.  Contributions  are  needed  at  once  if  there  is  to 
be  no  interruption  in  the  work  already  undertaken,  and  should  be 
sent  to  the  Treasurer,  Mr.  W.  R.  Lester,  at  the  offices  of  the 
Committee. 

For  the  United  Committee — 


CROMPTON  LLEWELYN  DAVIES  ) 
JOHN  PAUL  I 


Secretaries. 


Broad  San'ctuarv  Chambers, 

20,  Tothill  Street, 

Westminster. 


December,  1907 
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